
 
Are you ready for some Family Fun?  Check out the following links for some Free & Almost Free things to do while in the Traverse 

City area.  If you’re a Foodie then check out some good food truck items.   

 Pirate’s Cove, 710 U.S. 31 N, Traverse City, 231.938.9599 

Includes two 18-hole mini golf courses, go-carts, a zip line, ropes course and full arcade. 

 Dennos Museum Discovery Gallery, 1701 E. Front St., Traverse City, 231.995.1055 

A permanent gallery with a focus on both the arts and sciences, including the Laser Harp, Anti-Gravity Mirror, Sound Wall 

(an interactive sculpture that creates music when you touch it), and the Hubble Space Telescope Theater, which features an 

ongoing transmission from NASA. 

 Great Lakes Children’s Museum, 13240 S. West Bay Shore Dr., Traverse City, 231.932.4526 

A hands-on venue about the magnificent Great Lakes watershed. Allows visitors to pilot freighters, become raindrops in the 

water cycle, and splash around in the “water table” All-day admission is $7; kids under 1 are free. 

 Lucky Jack’s, 1705 S. Garfield Ave., Traverse City, 231.946.2610 

Includes laser tag, 8 billiard tables, 33 lanes of bowling, bumper cars, or the 12,000-square-foot arcade as well as classic pub 

grub and pizza. 

 State Theatre Children’s Matinee, 233 E. Front St., Traverse City, 231.947.4800 

Saturday morning matinees just 25 cents a person—the same price charged when it first opened as The Lyric back in 1916. 

 Handz On Art, 144 Hall St.,  Traverse City, 231.941.5071 - A paint-your-own pottery studio. 

 Incredible Mo’s, 1355 Silver Lake Crossing Blvd., Grawn, 231.944.1355 

Includes laser tag, bowling—adjoining the Sauce restaurant. 

 Bike rides – there are a number of cycling rental shops in the area. 

 Hiking - Breathtaking scenery on Traverse City’s countless trails. 

 Fishing - Boat charters are available, or visit the Boardman River Fish Weir.  

 Geocaching - Unearth one of Northern Michigan’s hundreds of caches just waiting to be found.  

 Lighthouse visits - See the Grand Traverse Lighthouse near Northport, the Mission Point Lighthouse on the Old Mission 

Peninsula, and the Point Betsie Lighthouse near Frankfort. 

 Visit the nearby Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes. 

 Visit the local wineries – there are numerous ones in the area! 

 Foodie Sites include 

o The Little Fleet, between July 23rd thru August 5th located on Cheese Street 

o The Lot, located at  444 E 8th Street 

If you love wandering a market, how about giving the The Village at Grand Traverse Commons, located at 830 Cottageview Drive 

Suite 101 in Traverse City, a try?  It’s an experience and there’s something for everyone there.  Don’t forget to allow a couple hours 

to meander and perhaps another half hour or so if you choose to walk the gardens. 

The area is full of other fun things to do such as visiting Wineries  and visiting Downtown Traverse City Dining locations, too 

numerous to list!  There are also some unique tours to pubs and wineries available! 

Last but not least:   

 Great Lakes Equestrian Festival – ongoing and only an 8minute drive from Grand Traverse Resort at Flintfields Horse Park (From 

Williamsburg on M-72, 1.9 miles to Bates Road; after Rail Road Crossing turn right onto Bates Road; the show facility is on left 

1Ž2 mile.) 

 July 27 - Summer Sounds Concert – MI Legacy Art Park (Adults - $10; Kids FREE), Artist Jonathon Timm performs beginning at 7 

PM. 

 July 25-27 -- Blue Sky Boat Rentals (1995 US 31 North) – Rent a jet ski, SUP, or jump on a water trampoline or take a boat cruise 

of the bay.  Rentals available hourly, daily, or 3day or weekly.*   

 Parasail Traverse Bay (1773 US 31 North) * 

 Tall Ship Co. (13258 S.W. Bay Shore Drive) - Day Sails and special wine tasting cruise July 26 ($62 per person) 

 

*Shuttles not available. 
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